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PROGRAMME FOR JANUARY 
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 More diary dates and details  inside 
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Next newsletter out Tuesday 
8th January.  

Items for inclusion to be sent 
to Jane M by Friday 28th    
December 
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Calling all Meriden Rotarians – Santa needs your Help! 

Last year was a fantastic year. I can honestly say it was a great experience, really enjoyable – and 
we raised £2,400 for Charity. What a fabulous start to Christmas. 

 

This year we are being even more ambitious. We have 4 nights collecting around the villages of 
Millisons Wood, Meriden, Hampton and Fillongley. We again have the weekend slots at Blooms 
and new to this year a day at the Fort shopping centre. 

 

For each evening collection we need between 10 and 12 collectors – (particularly for Meriden and 
Hampton) so please get out friends and family. We also need a driver and assistant, and of course 
Santa. 

 

But if the evening walking is too energetic then how about the two hour slots at Blooms and the 
Fort. We need 3 to 4 collectors per shift. 

 

To take part in one of the most rewarding parts of Rotary please put your name down and come 
and join us. 

 

Programme: 

Saturday  8th Blooms  10am to 4pm 

Sunday    9th Blooms  10am to 4pm 

Monday 10th Millisons Wood 6:30pm (Albert Road) 

Tuesday 11th Meriden  6:15pm (Leys Lane) 

Wednesday 12th Fort Shopping Centre 10am to 9pm 

Thursday 13th Fillongley  6:30pm (Coventry Road) 

Friday  14th Hampton  6:15pm (Lapwing Drive) 

 

This is a whole Club event. Bring your friends, neighbours, family etc. We need as many as possi-
ble to spread the load. 
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RENAMING OF THE CLUB? 

For those not at the meeting on Tuesday, 27th   
November, after a letter being received by Council, 
John Martindale spoke briefly about his proposal 
that our Club be renamed to reflect the fact that our 
members  reside in a much wider area than when 
the Club was formed. 

His proposal is to be discussed and a vote taken on 
a date to be decided in the New Year. 

Suggestions given by John are ‘The Centre Of   
England Rotary Club’ and ‘The Heart Of England       
Rotary Club’. 
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December Birthdays 

 

 11th Gert Bakker 

 17th Pankaj Wara 
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VISIT TO ALREWAS MEMORIAL ARBORETUM 

On Sunday, 28th October, many of us 
were taken on a conducted tour        
arranged by Roger Upton round the 
new Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas. It 
poured with rain all morning, but       
fortunately, there was ample shelter in 
the grounds. Personally, I arrived in 
time for lunch, which was excellent - a 
carvery and pudding for £6.95! (Can we 
move our meetings to Alrewas please,                                                                                            

Celia?)        

During lunch the skies cleared and we had a beautiful sunny       
afternoon. We were fortunate to be allowed a preview of the new 
Forces Memorial. A double circular wall containing the names of 
15,000 members of the Forces who have died in service since the 
Second World War. Apparently, the entrance gap in the wall has 
been placed so that the sun shines through it on ‘the 11th hour, of 
the 11th day, of the 11th month’. 

For me it was a harrowing moment, seeing the names of colleagues 
I had known in the R.A.F. 1960 - Robin Tomes burnt to death, aged 
19, when his Provost crashed; 1961 - Ken Wellings, killed aged 21, 
when his Canberra crashed in Germany; 1966 - Pete Loveday died, 
aged 26, a flying instructor; his Jet Provost spun into the mountains 
in Snowdonia….the list goes on …..eight that I know of, there may 
be more. Time did not allow me to read all of the names. I must  
return. 

We had excellent guides to all the other sites: Fire Brigade, Boy 
Scouts etc. memorial sites, but of special significance was the    
memorial to those who died as prisoners in Japan. There were the 
original gates to Changi prison, sections of the railways the        
prisoners were made to build and a large Malaysian style hut     
containing photographs and memorabilia of the time, including a 
bible presented by Leonard Wilson who was the Bishop in the 
Prison Camp, and later Bishop Of Birmingham in the 1950s. 

Thanks to Roger and the guides for an excellent visit. We must   
repeat it!                                                                                        Phil 

 

A VERY BORING ITEM 

Although I am now only an                    
octogenarian” back bencher”, I am still  
appointed Secretary to the Trustees of the 
Rotary Club of Meriden Charity Trust 
Fund, which means that I receive all the 
Charity Commission junk mail that no one 
else wants! 

However, it is my duty to remind all    
members that under Section 5 of the   
Charity Act 1993, our Charity Trust Fund 
reg. No. 1033043 should be shown on all 
notices, tickets etc., for any event         
organised by us.                           Donald K                                                                             
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