HAPPY NEW YEAR 2008 AND REFLECTIONS OF 2007

In 2007, we welcomed new members, Dev Kulkarni, Sheila
Courts and Len Cardwell. They have been very active in the club
during their short time since joining us. We look forward to many
more occasions of events and fellowship with them in 2008.

Sadly, we said goodbye to Jane Budd just before Christmas.
Jane was an active Rotarian, dealing with the publicity for the
Club and was always involved in Rotary projects and fellowship
events, as well as being a good friend too.

Jane has moved out of the area and looking to join a Rotary club
near to her new home. We wish her a Very Happy New Year
and very best wishes for the future. We shall be in contact
regularly with Jane, as a friend, to share news and views.
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JUST AS YOU THOUGHT CHRISTMAS WAS OVER
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CHRISTMAS PARTY - 18th December 2007

Put together a small group of 8 Rotarians with a combined age approaching 500 years and what do
you expect? Refinement? Decorum? Decency? Sophistication? Culture? Propriety? Poise? Dignity?
As usual, absolutely none of these were evident during the Christmas Pantomime.

We had John W being, well, John W. Geoff A

being a remarkably convincing Black Country

fairy! Roger S doing a very good impression

of a caveman (Yes, that was Roger

underneath that lot in case any of you were

wondering). Charlie acting the part of the

wicked stepmother like he was born to play

the role! Neville dressing up as a woman a

little too well... Warren displaying a pair of breasts the like of which
have surely never been seen before at The Manor and Phil trying his
best to keep everyone in order. Yes, Julia

was the best man amongst them!

Seriously, thanks to all of the above for a

great night. Thank you also to Jane and her

students for providing some lovely Christmas

music, to Stephen Williams and Susan Winch

for their incidental piano playing as the

guests arrived and departed. Thanks also to

Phil for another great monologue about Sam Small and to Kaitlin and
Jessica for their brilliant dancing and their excellent announcer, Laura. My particular thanks too to
Lewis for stepping into the role as compére at short notice. David M

The raffle raised £307, £70 of which will go towards the Santa Sleigh collection to round up the total
raised this year to £3,250 for the County Air Ambulance. The remainder will go to Rotary Foundation.
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BIRMINGHAM CONVENTION 1984

2009 will soon be upon us and to give our new members
an idea of what to expect | have looked out a few
photographs of the previous Birmingham Convention in
1984.

Although Conventions are held annually, 2009 will only be
the second time that it has been held in England. It is an
opportunity to meet Rotarians from all parts of the
globe and | would encourage you to register when
the time comes.

In 1984 | volunteered to do an Assistant Sergeant

At Arms job and the photograph shows me with

John Wilson and Cliff and Pam Whitney on duty in
the main entrance
hall of the NEC.

Another photo is a view of the House Of
Friendship which is the main meeting area for
conversing with

Rotarians from afar.

As you are already

aware our Club will

be offering Home
Hospitality, entertaining 2 - 4 people during the
afternoon, prior to the evening entertainment,
which in 1984 was a Barn Dance. Brian
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Grateful thanks to all who were involved in making the Christmas party
a success. Thanks to David, in particular, for brin ~ ging it all together.

I look forward to Rotary 2008. Celia.
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January Birthdays j

16th Charles Perry

Roger Swindells
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