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GROUP STUDY EXCHANGE TEAM

On 15th January we were entertained by the four members of the GSE
team led by David Brain who visited District 6950 in Florida for four weeks
in April / May 2007. They were in West Florida, a large cattle rearing area,
though Tarpon Springs, where they were based, is known as the ‘Sponge
Capital’.

General points noted were the large open spaces, absence of litter and
superb customer services. However, there was no public transport. Most
people drove ‘gas guzzlers’, having little awareness of being
‘environmentally friendly’. A point which we may wish to encourage was
that there was a general positive atmosphere and Americans were very
good at ‘flying the flag’. Rotary Clubs were generally informal and casual,
(aren’t we all??) and had a high percentage of females (14%’high’??). The
average age of members was lower and there was singing in meetings.

David Wilson, a police sergeant, commented on how well the team had got
on together. They had had wonderful hosts and formed lasting friendships.
On the police side, there was far more support for the police. People had
more civil liberties but penalties were higher, e.g. 12 months for just
pushing a police officer, and, of course, nearly everyone carried a gun.

Caroline Parker, who runs an office supplies company learned of an
improved delivery system which she has since implemented on her return.
She also spent a day in a school.

Anita Kane works on Quality improvement in the National Health Service.
(Plenty to do there then!). In America there are 2 types of hospital, those
which are run for profit and those which are non-profit making. There was a
complex system of insurance to cover this. There was no requirement to
report infections, so there was a high MRSA rate despite the fact that there
were only 2 patients to a room. Inadequate health promotion was also to
blame. The main priority was patient safety due to the large number of law
suits.

Sarah Warnes is a Station Commander with the West Midlands Fire
Service (and a good 6 foot tall!!). She visited 5 stations and commented on
the apparent inefficiency she found. There was little community safety and
a duplication of paramedics, one arriving on the fire engine and one on the
ambulance. There was also a high loss of fire fighters due to poor safety.

Finally, the team commented that they had shaken 4,672 hands during the
visit. They then introduced us to the ‘Happy Dollar’ which they had met at
the end of Club meetings instead of ‘fines’. We duly each produced a

‘Happy Pound’ accompanied by the reason why we were happy. Phil

Having used ‘had had’ in the above reminds me of an old schoolboy question:

‘Can you make sense of eleven ‘hads’ in a row?

Answer: In the English exam, John where Mary had had ‘had’ had had ‘had had'.
‘Had had’ had had the more favourable impression with the examiners.

Have you completed your volunteer form for Convention '09 and returned to
Celia? If you've mislaid your form do ask for another copy.
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MEMBERS’ CLUB SURVEY
Completed Club survey forms to be returned to Roger Swindells as soon as possible, please.
HOW GOOD IS YOUR HEARING?
It's persisting down and | can’t get out to sweep the leaves, clean the car, polish Esmerelda and Jo’s
not talking to me, or if she is, I've got blocked ears and can’t hear her. The nurse says it's sax, at
least that what | thought she said, but | told her I'd given that up because I think it's making me deatf.
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David Maugham is looking forward to a wonderful
weekend of fellowship with members of the club in
Llandudno, a beautiful part of North Wales.

Warren has kindly agreed to organise the weekend. He
has booked a hotel on the Promenade within walking
distance of the Conference Centre.

Dinner, bed and breakfast is only £165 total for 2 people
for 2 nights.

Don't delay - attendance numbers for confirmation
booking are needed by the end of February.

See Warren for details.

VITO'S ITALIAN RESTAURANT

A few months ago, Sheila and | visited Vito's in
the shopping precinct in Knowle, near Tesco’s.
Robert came with us, he has a particular passion
for Italian food and described the experience as
the best Italian meal he has had outside Italy.

My choice for a starter was avocado and prawns,
which was good, but nothing could compare with
the mixed starter dish that the others shared.
There was enough for four (usefully). A taste of
virtually every starter on the menu, Prama ham,
melons, aubergine, various meats and cheeses,
olives, sun dried tomatoes and so on. For the
main course, Sheila had a home made lasagne,
Robert and | had superb beef fillets, with some of
the tastiest fried courgettes | have ever had. The
menu is not particularly budget priced, but quality
was superb, authentic Italian food actually served
by Italians who enjoy their job. We shall go again!

lan

CLUB REMINDERS

?1




O 12 3 4
4
< 1K:1L
9 <1K:1L < #" 0""99 "%%<¥ <<
$,1 <1Ki1L <%"1 "9"M<9%b/:19L <%9:7 : ? I
6/7 il $$ %
$,1 <1kl < # " 0""99 <L:7"%>9 % /: & .
]j<:3 19 K ! ( )* +
7:1 ) %
;9 71 <11<9 1:"%> :9 %<9 <1#"9:1< 0" :><
;9 T 3'99< <0<%"%39 7 %3 /9 GOLDEN CONGRATULATIONS
1 .
$B6 /1v 77 %#<: 9 #:1 >1:0< /<3<l Congratl_JIatlons to Roger
$(9 /1" )9 9K< L .?1:119%<1  >K<9 "%0"9< and Regina Upton on
/<:3<1 <7 F % <99 their Golden Wedding in
7:L January.
*9 7:L K1lL <0<%"%>
, 9 7L K <7 1L
FK%<
, 1 FKw< >7
19 Ko< 7<>:1"<
FK L
9 KL :% o<1
34, 1 155 4 2
7 9 7
o# 9 27 +9 12
- S 7 "+
% 9 & n
& '+
%
. # ! 1 & &
(%O C 1 ? n
) 2 # && & 7 ?
& 3
# +
CONGRATULATIONS s /
Congratulations to David Maugham on passing his 3 .? F" 2 | ' $
Maths degree through The Open University. 2 +
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@Q February Birthdays \ @Q && +
% 5th Celia Parker %
&% 24th Brian Ellender &%
28th Jane Maugham &%




