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JOHN LETTS - THE CLAY MAN 

On Tuesday 28th April we were joined by wives, Inner wheel and a group of    
Rotarians from Wylde Green Rotary Club to listen to the local sculptor John 
Letts. He started by explaining that he did not do talks or give lectures, he was a 
teacher and he would show us how easy sculpture was and how all of us could 
do it!                                                                                                                                 
Clay is a natural substance and it simply does what it is told. He started with a sort of head shape onto which 
he casually added lumps of clay in assorted sizes which very quickly took on lifelike shapes and proportions. 
“You build it like Lego” he explained. Profile, eyebrows, chin, cheeks, lips. 

While he was casually doing this he told us how he became a sculptor. He left school to start an electrical     
apprenticeship which included putting his foot through several ceilings before he met a local artist who      
recognised his talent and got him into art school. This prepared him for a career which included creating   
several local public works of art and a bust of the Queen while she sat for him. By the time he finished       
explaining all this in a very amusing way he had created a bust of Cyrano de Bergerac which he felt sure any 
of us could do! 

As he concluded his “lesson”, he suggested we could demonstrate our talents with a competition to model a 
lady’s leg. While he offered this suggestion he casually twisted a small roll of clay between his fingers  which 
almost instantly became a beautiful leg. I think we all felt that he possessed a talent way beyond anything any 
of us might have. Gert Bakker thanked him on behalf of us all for a brilliantly interesting “lesson”.  

                                                                                                                                                                  Geoff A 
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Only 6 meetings to go before Handover, not that I am counting! The saying that ‘time flies when you’re having 
fun’ could not be truer. I wasn’t sure when I first took office whether I should set out to enjoy the year or not, 
but fellow Rotarians told me that I should and sometimes I do as I am told. Anyway, I think I’m only going to 
get one run at it, so I have set out to make the year enjoyable for myself and hopefully for the majority of the 
club (being realistic I know I can’t please all the people all the time – but I have done my best).  

During the last month we’ve had a couple of really good speakers – not just my opinion – with Ian Small from 
The Commonwealth War Graves Commission and John Letts who gave us an amazing demonstration of his 
sculpting skills. On both occasions we were visited by other clubs (I wonder whether as it’s getting to the end 
of the year everyone is trying to get points for the Fellowship Trophy or if they just like coming to visit        
Meriden?). We look forward to Tamworth Anker’s visit on 20th May when we challenge them for the        
Brummagem Screwdriver (sorry I haven’t the faintest idea what we do but I’m sure it will be fun) 

Coming up at great speed is the Megaride, the club’s main fundraising event of the year. If you haven’t      
already volunteered to Chris or David M, who are in charge of the field, could you please do so? I know that 
you are all aware of just how much my chosen charity, the County Air Ambulance, means to me. I am keen to 
present as large a cheque as possible to them following this event; for which a handful of members of a   
sub-committee have been working their socks off for the last 12 months!! Its over to YOU now.                Celia 
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THE TOURIST’S PRAYER 
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We made £874 at The     
Merlin Singers performance 
which was held at Meriden 
Village Hall on Friday 25th 
April. This will go to ‘Acorns 
Children’s Hospice’.                                                                           
There will be a garden  
meeting on 9th June at Brian 
and Roslyn Ellender’s to 
raise funds for our overseas 
charity ’Global care’.         
We shall also be providing 
tea and coffee at the 
Megaride on Sunday 8th 
June.                                         
I am sad to say that our club 
is closing at the end of this 
year. I thank Rotary for their 
support over the years.  Pam 

APPLICATION FOR MATCHING GRANT FOR 
KATHERINE’S WOOD APPEAL 

£500 has been awarded for a matching grant for   
signage at Katherine’s Wood.                                   Ian 
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1.Out of my mind. Back in five minutes.                                
2. God must love stupid people. He 
made so many.                                    
3. A hangover is the wrath of grapes.                                                                                                                                
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May Birthdays 
 

11th Donald Keeble 

16th John Wilson 
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DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ’PUT’ & ’PUTT’           

Put - means to place a thing where you want it.          Putt - a vain attempt to do the same. 
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The computer swallowed Grandma,                  
Yes, honestly it’s true,                                       
She pressed Control and Enter                         
And disappeared from View.                            

It devoured her completely,                               
The thought just makes me squirm.                  
She must have caught a Virus                          
Or been eaten by a Worm.                                

I’ve searched through the Recycle Bin              
And files of every kind.                                        
I’ve even used the internet                                
But nothing did I find. 

In desperation, I asked Jeeves                         
My searches to refine.                                       
The reply from him was negative,                     
Not a thing was found on-line. 

So, if inside your Inbox                                     
My Grandma you should see,                           
Please Copy, Scan and Paste                          
And send her back to me! 
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                                                               Neville                                                            
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